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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST

Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania
Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ

7 am EDT Monday September 16, 2002

Rainfall amounts, one to two tenths of an inch this morning then none through
Tuesday.

Winds for spraying, southwest this morning then northwest by late in the day at
around 10 mph, northwest 5 to 10 mph tonight, northwest around 10 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent, decreasing to 50 to 60 today, 90 to 100 tonight, 40 to
50 Tuesday.

Dew points, near 70 today, low 60s tonight, mid 50s Tuesday.

Drying conditions, poor this morning but becoming fair this afternoon, good Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, moderate dew tonight, heavy dew Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine, 30 today, 80 Tuesday.

There is a 70 percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period beginning
at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance of pesticides
that require a rain free period after application.

Hay cutting will remain generally poor today but with improving conditions late in the
day. Tuesday and Wednesday should remain dry with the next threat of showers on
Thursday.

Estimated soil moisture in percent of field capacity has improved significantly in the
north but only slightly in the south. Only light amounts of additional precipitation are
expected today.

Conditions will not be favorable for cranberry scald today but may be favorable
Tuesday .  

The latest 8 to 14 day outlook for the period September 23, 2002 to September 29,
2002 is calling for temperatures to average near normal and precipitation to total near
normal.
Climate summary for the week ending 8am   09/16/02
Temperatures averaged much above normal.  Extremes were 94 degrees at Belvidere,
Canoe Brook and Newton on September 10, 2002 and 39 degrees at Charlotteburg
on September 13, 2002.

Weekly rainfall averaged 1.53 inches north, 0.41 inches central, and 0.30 inches
south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 1.59 inches at Canoe Brook on
September 15, 2002 to September 16, 2002.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged 67
percent north, 57 percent central, and 34 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 67 degrees north, 68 degrees central, and 70
degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 09/16/02

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50°F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge 1.52 24.92 -1.65 94 44 69 5 2964 509 92
Canoe Brook 1.64 28.27 .38 94 45 70 6 3097 634 92
Charlotteburg 1.41 25.62 -2.54 93 39 65 4 2552 596 86
Flemington 1.92 27.61 .90 93 44 69 5 2977 452 91
Long Valley 1.20 22.34 -6.55 86 44 65 3 2424 255 86
Newton 1.49 24.10 -1.86 94 46 68 7 2739 529 88

CENTRAL
Freehold .44 24.55 -1.43 90 51 72 6 3233 558 67
Long Branch .06 26.97 .65 85 53 70 4 2971 353 42
New Brunswick .72 26.35 -.01 92 47 70 4 3104 292 79
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River .12 28.01 1.11 87 47 69 2 3131 508 46
Trenton .71 24.02 -.94 90 49 70 3 3187 270 66

SOUTH
A.C. Marina .39 20.80 -1.71 82 58 73 5 3287 615 36
Cape May C.H. .62 22.90 -.40 83 55 71 2 3371 736 44
Downstown .07 23.39 -1.12 91 49 70 3 3217 239 33
Glassboro .07 20.67 -5.03 93 54 74 7 3535 638 36
Hammonton .02 23.14 -2.54 89 47 69 2 3215 309 26
Pomona .46 23.43 .00 86 48 69 3 3191 479 50
Seabrook .44 25.02 1.47 92 56 75 7 3578 633 46
South Harrison .04 22.42 -2.81 91 54 72 NA 3426 N/A N/A

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE
A low pressure system moved through the region over the weekend, triggering showers and thunderstorms across the state.
Although recent rains are helping rebuild water supplies, the drought emergency remains in effect throughout the state.  Activities
included equipment repair, harvesting summer vegetables, combining corn, and field preparation for fall planting.  Days suitable for
field work averaged 6.5.  Top soil moisture was rated 83% short and 17% adequate.  Producers reported slight improvement in
some late planted soybean fields due to recent showers.  Field corn harvest was underway in some areas, with many producers
reporting low test weights due to the drought.  Producers have begun planting winter wheat in some localities.  Recent rains
improved pasture condition in some areas, although slow regrowth caused producers to continue supplemental feeding.  Some
producers expressed concern over the potential for increased nitrate levels in forage and silage due to drought conditions.  Vegetable
producers reported insect damage in some pepper and sweet corn fields.  Problems with cracking were also reported in some tomato
and pepper fields due to recent rains.  Cantaloupe, cucumber, and sweet corn harvest was winding down in some areas.  Pumpkin
harvest continued, with producers reporting fruit of smaller size than expected.  Producers indicated portions of some pumpkin fields
may be abandoned due to problems with pollination, disease, and drought.  Apple harvest continued, with crop condition rated
mostly fair.  White cranberry harvest began in some areas.  Crop condition was rated as mostly good. 

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE
THIS

 WEEK
LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR CURRENT

PREVIOUS
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 17%
VERY SHORT 0% 7% 17% POOR 56% 47% 63%

SHORT 83% 49% 63% FAIR 44% 53% 20%
ADEQUATE 17% 44% 20% GOOD 0% 0% 0%

SURPLUS 0% 0% 0% EXCELLENT 0% 0% 0%

*JERSEY FRESH AVAILABILITY FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 2002

*Provided by the New Jersey State Department of Agriculture.


